Carcinoma of the tonsillar region: surgical complications relative to the type of reconstruction.
The local and general complications in a series of 122 patients treated surgically for carcinoma of the tonsillar region are reported. Eighty-five of these patients were submitted to reconstruction with local or distant flaps, and in the remaining 37 patients primary closure was achieved. 28.2% of the flaps underwent marginal necrosis, and 11.8% total necrosis. Infection and the proportion of general complications were significantly higher in those patients submitted to reconstruction with flaps, whereas fistulae, necrosis of the cervical skin, rupture of the carotid artery and common general complications were not. Significant differences were not observed with respect to viability nor to complications between the different types of flaps, so that the choice of flaps should be based exclusively on other properties inherent in each flap.